
 Plaintiff Philip W. is fifteen years old and currently attends Team Builders, an 

alternative high school in CUSD. Philip W. has repeatedly experienced traumatic violence and 

loss. When Philip W. was eight years old, a bullet went through the rear window of his mother’s 

car when he was sitting in the back seat; Philip W. believes he would have been killed if he had 

been sitting up higher in his seat. Philip W. also first witnessed someone shot and killed when he 

was eight years old. After witnessing that first shooting, Philip W. cried and threw up. He 

estimates that he has since witnessed more than twenty further shootings. He has had guns fired 

at him on more than one occasion, and has been caught in crossfire approximately eight times. In 

2014, Philip W. was hit in the knee by a ricocheting bullet. Also during 2014, Philip W. was 

chased and shot at by the police when he and his friends were playing basketball on the court of 

his old elementary school campus in the evening. On another occasion, when Philip W. was 

playing tag with friends in a Compton park, a police officer pointed a gun at him and told him to 

freeze until the officer realized that he had mistaken Philip W. for someone else. 

 In the past year, Philip W. has experienced the deaths of two close friends—one of 

whom he witnessed get shot in the head last September. He also lost a close family member to 

cancer.  

 In school, Philip W. has difficulty focusing, concentrating, and recalling information. 

Philip W. feels sad and angry much of the time. Philip W. says, “When I was about 12, I felt a 

click in my head and something changed. I used to be happy and joyful, but now I can’t be 

happy. I have to be serious and ready for anything.” Philip W. says that his main goal is “to make 

it past twenty-five.” He frequently jokes around during school to distract himself from these 

feelings. 



 Because CUSD does not have a system of accommodations and modifications to address 

the impact of complex trauma, Philip W. has not been able to access his education. Despite 

Philip W.’s acute need for additional and more intensive support, no CUSD school has ever 

provided or referred him to mental health services. At age thirteen, Philip W. became involved in 

the juvenile justice system, which contributed further to the impact of the trauma he has 

experienced and his resultant educational losses. 

 Although Philip W. is only in his first year of high school, CUSD—rather than 

providing him with meaningful accommodations and modifications—has already involuntarily 

transferred (or “expelled”) Philip W. out of all three of its mainstream high schools. He has 

currently been removed from Dominguez High School, and is attending Team Builders—a 

CUSD alternative school that is only in session for half of the school day and has no mental 

health support—where he continues to struggle without appropriate support. 

 


