
 Plaintiff Kimberly Cervantes has been a senior at Cesar Chavez Continuation School in 

CUSD since October 2014.  From August 2011 until October 2014, Kimberly was a student at 

Dominguez High School and before that she attended Whaley Middle School and Roosevelt 

Elementary School, all in CUSD.  After attending Roosevelt and before attending Whaley, 

Kimberly attended Rowland Elementary School in West Covina for one year. While at Rowland, 

Kimberly experienced multiple incidents of racism. Kimberly has experienced multiple traumas 

during school hours that have contributed to difficulties with attendance.  As a middle school 

student at Whaley, Kimberly witnessed the deaths of two students.  While at Dominguez, 

Kimberly told a fellow student that she identified as bisexual only to be told by the teacher, in 

front of the whole class, that she “shouldn’t be gay” and that it was “wrong.”  Already dealing 

with suicidal feelings, Kimberly stopped attending the class. Largely as a consequence of the 

credits she missed during this time period, Kimberly ultimately had to transfer to Chavez 

Continuation School at the beginning of her senior year. 

 In October of her senior year, Kimberly got into an altercation with a security guard at 

Dominguez while returning book to the library that resulted in feelings of terror serious injuries 

to Kimberly’s back.  As a result of the incident, Kimberly did not attend school for over a week. 

Although Kimberly and her family filed a formal complaint with the school and attempted to 

press charges, Kimberly received no services or acknowledgement of the incident. 

After transferring to Chavez, Kimberly was sexually assaulted on the public bus on her 

way home from school.  The experience left her traumatized and terrified of traveling to and 

from Chavez.  She again missed multiple days of school, and when she did attend, flashbacks 

caused her to break down in class. Although the school is aware of the incident, she has yet to 

receive mental health services. 



Kimberly’s access to mental health support has been inconsistent and wholly lacking 

during times of acute and urgent need.  Although CUSD referred her to Shields for Families for 

counseling services when she was in elementary school, by the time she reached high school she 

was told that she had “used up” her five years of free services and would have to start paying if 

she wanted to continue therapy.  Kimberly felt that she needed the mental health services more 

than ever, but her family could not afford to pay, and her counseling sessions were terminated.  

Although Kimberly read a poem at a school talent show in high school discussing her struggles 

with suicidal feelings, she never received any mental health services. 

Because CUSD does not have a system of accommodations and modifications to address 

the impact of complex trauma, Kimberly has been unable to access her education.  Due to 

unaddressed trauma, Kimberly had trouble focusing and concentrating in class and has missed a 

significant amount of class.  As a result, she struggled in school and failed numerous courses; she 

was compelled to transfer to a continuation school and will not have the opportunity to graduate 

from one of Compton’s mainstream high schools. 

 


