
Plaintiff Rodney Curry has been teaching at Dominguez High School for nineteen years 

and attended Dominguez High School himself as a student. Mr. Curry, who grew up in Compton, 

has himself experienced extensive loss within his family. When he was young, his uncle was 

brutalized by police and hospitalized with both of his arms and legs broken and multiple stitches. 

The police had confused his uncle with someone else. In 2001, he also lost his 18-year-old 

cousin, with whom he was very close, to an “initiation killing,” even though his cousin was not 

involved in any gangs.  

During the time Mr. Curry has been teaching at Dominguez, he has lost dozens of 

students to violence. He typically attends between one and three funerals of former and current 

students each school year.  Even more of his students have been shot or have witnessed traumatic 

violence, including on the way to and from school, but survived. He frequently has students 

come to him for help when they are afraid to go home or leave the school building.   

Mr. Curry spends a tremendous amount of his time both inside and outside of work 

counseling and listening to students. Yet he has never received training on trauma or mental 

health, nor has he been informed or made aware of any system for referring students that need 

mental health services to a program outside of the school. 

Mr. Curry repeatedly sees students get suspended or expelled because of behavior related 

to trauma, when he knows what they need is someone to listen to and support them.  Other 

students are pushed out to continuation schools, or end up in the juvenile justice system.  These 

punitive actions just confirms for students the message that they are worthless and just “bad 

kids”. “[S]uspending or expelling a kid because they are ineffectively crying out for help 

communicates to that student that he or she doesn’t deserve to be helped or understood,” he says. 



Mr. Curry has come close to leaving the teaching profession on multiple occasions when 

he felt that he could not endure losing another student, but each time he has stayed when 

something pulled him back in.  Three years ago, he was set to leave, when he received a letter 

from a former student saying that Mr. Curry was the reason he had turned into the good father, 

husband, and man that he was.  Mr. Curry though, “If I don’t keep getting close to these kids, 

who will?” 

 


